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0 l'r~~gl-alll for U.S. Wntcrs 

Dcnr Sir 01- Madam 

The Prince William Sound Rcgional Citizens' Advisory Council (PWSRCAC) is an 
inilepcndwt imi-profi t corporation whosc iiiissioii is to l m m "  eiivironinentally safe 
operation of thc Valdcz Mal-ine Temiiiial and nssociatcd tankcts. Om work is guided 
by tlic Oil Pollidion Act 01% 1390 and our contract with Alycska Pipclinc Scrvicc 
Comjmiy. PWSRCAC's 'I 8 member organizations arc communitics in thc rcgioli 
affcctcd by  tlic 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill, as well as commcrcial fishing, aquaculturc, 
Nalivc, rccrcatioii, loLirhii and eiiviroiimeiital gi-oups. 

r ,  

[ hc. ~~otcntiol hi- invi\sio11 by noli-indigcnous marinc spccics into Prince Williain Sound 
and othcr Alaskan wnlcrs tlii-oLigli ci-ude oi l  tanker bdlnst watcr dischargcs has bccn a 
priority issuc for PWSRCAC silice 1996 when we first commented on the National 
lnvnsivc Specics Act of 1996. 111 othcr rcgions like the Great 1,akes and the Black Sea, 
i t  h;is Ixen wcll documcntcd t l int  iiivading organisms have caused economic chaos and 
( I  cs I ro ycd co m 111 c rci n 1 a iid rccrca t i 011 a1 fi sh i iig ccc~iiom i es, 

I'WSRCAC, i n  prtncrship with govcrimcntal agcilcies and industi-y, has been 
supp(:)rl i n g i ii vil si vc speci es res ea rch con du ctcd by thc Smith sani an Envi tonm en la1 
Rcscarcl-i Cknlci- fbr [lie last several years. 'I'liis rescarcli has shown that at lcast 15 11011- 

iiitligcnous spccics liavc all-cady bccii iii1rodLiced into I>rince Williscni Sound. 1 

Wc appreci i11e the opportunity to comment 011 thc abovc rcfcrciiccd proposcd 
iulcnliking. wc trave ~ w o  coinnicnts to offer. 



Wc supporl thc prcposal to rnakc the voluntary Ballnst Watcr Maiiagcmcnt (BWM) 
- miidclirics innndatory, As ballust water movemci~t is known to bc an ii-riporlnnt vector in  the 
trclnsfcr ofpotcntinlly hniiniiil org;.~nisnis. it is important for thc LISCG to have M adequate 
tool to cvaluatc ballast watci- management practices aboard ships. Tlic voluntary 
mnnagemcnt plan is not providiilg ihat tool. 

I iowvcr ,  ii much inore iniportruit issuc for our rcgion is the fact that the National Invasivc 
Spccies A c t  of 1906 cxcmptcd tlic voluntary ballast excliange/mand~t~ry repoi’ting 
rcyikrements for cnitlc oil tarikcrs in llic coast-wise trade. This was very alnnning to us, 
., lrivcii l l n t  l’ort Valdcz is ficquciitccl 011 a rcgular basis by oil tankers and is thc rccipicnt of 
tlic third-lnrgcst volumc of ballast watcr of any  1J.S. port. 

‘This exnnption ignored two jmportmt possibilities; 1 )  that organisms indigenous to otlicr 
U.S. ports could ii~vc‘ide rrincc William Souiid tlxough ballast water with poteiitially 
dcttimciikd cffccl; ancl 2) I h i ~ t  many doinestic US. ports arc tliorouglily iiivuded by exotic 
organisms from foicign countries, allowing ample oppo~-tuiiity for exotic spccics to bc 
introcluccd into Priiicc Williaiii Sound by tankers sailiiig fiom thesc doincstic ports2. 

Tiic m:inrl:~tory 13WM proposal will do little to 1-educe the overall risk of iiivasions in coastal 
Aliisknn waters. Although tlic iioticc ofproposcd ruleinaking is liiniting in addrcssiiig tlic 
AliiSl<;ii1 oil-tanker cxcinption, wc want to  bc on record 1-egai-ding the severe inadcquacics of 
Lliis cxcrnption to our region. Our worst fcar is that a Iiannfd invasion from one of our 
domst ic  ports could vcry wcll occur in Alaska, and could hnvc bccii prcviented though coast- 
wise ballast watcr managcmcnl practices. 

Wc very ITILICJI i.ippreciato the opportunity to rcvicw and providc comments on this notice of 
J ) I X ) ~ O S C “ ~  mlt! miking. 

Ck: R idiard Rangcr, Alyeska Pipeliiie Seivice Company 
PWSRCAC NIS Working Group 
11 r. Aiisorr FI il l  cs? Smi thson i an Envi imineii t a I Rcsca rch Ccn tcr 
Gary Soimcvjl, USF&WS 
13e11ny l.ilssuy, USFRWS 
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